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MNauber of Minas in tho Poshan Ares 


1. Thirty wines are now in operation in the Peshan (117-51, 36-32) areag another 
twensy ere still flocded, the Japanese having removed many of the pumps. Ag 
hand pumping evacuates water not much faster than the incoming flow, ance a 
mine is flooded, i: is considered useleas, In addition, water in the Poshan 
area has an acid content which causes damage to pumps and Impellers, Unless 
the Nationalists recephuse the Poshan mines very suddenly, the Communists 
acuid sabotage the mines by flooding instead of blasting. 


2. Although the Communists are in control of the ares now, the Poshan area mines 
ase operated dys 


[a 


& the Netionsi, Reseuwress Comission, which took them over from tha Japanese, or 


s the Peovinelal Gcvernuent, or 
&, Peivete omers. 


Xe all the ownera should oool their wines and operate only those in better 
aoniition, they could) sink now shafts far enough away from existing mines 
to aveld cubting tirreugh to flooded mines. (Existing minea are not well 
snaztede ) 


eerste meapaparcat 


Hacine the four mowshs prior bo 23 February 1927, when the Nabionalista again 
logt the mines to the Cocnunists, the monthly output was 70,000 matric tons. 


THIS: DISTRIBUTION LISTING MUST 


year Lf mxiern mining machinesy were used, bscause undergroum conditions are 
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U excellent for uachine mining, 1.a., the roof is good, thare Is no gas, and the 

is) average gradian: is one in sixteen, 

2 

© &,. the general comiitien of the coal, fields is good. All seams are workable, 

2 with en average thickness df two meters. All the coal is semi-anthracites 

4 oue mine produces coal suitable for coking. Gecause of hand-cuthing, only 152% 

< af the coal at prasent) is in lum Sovm, but this could be raised to 8% with 
o5xTA axioxn machinery, Secause of the shortage of explosives there has been very 
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little undergrownd development in the last eight yerrs and only cheap coal has 
been produced. The machinery mess necessary for increasing oroduection is 
eoal cutters and conveyors. oe 


Power 


5, The power slant is sufficieient to mecs any deurnds vp to 150,0C0 tons 
per month bub there is a creat shortage of boiler tubes and prups. . 


Transportation 


Because there’ are no undergroud rails, coal has to be carried by hand to the 
shat bovied and to the surface in baskets, again largely by band labore — 
During their pHeviews occupation the Cormunists had destroyed five miles 

of Licht railway, so thet the ooal must be carried uo Poshan from tha pit 

by barvows and mule carts, The Comaunists allowed enly coal for Local con 
sumption to be mined, ard the miners were paid in frod instead of cash, The 
Communists could nob use the oon] as they had no railway by whieh to trans 
port it. Consequently, when the Jationalists took over the mines in the fail 
of 1946, there were no stock~piles of coal (F-6). ‘Shanghai note: There is 
no indication that source was in the Poshan area in late August 1946 when 

the Nationalists took over, Tb was reoorted on 2 Siptember 1946 by anobher 
gouree that there was a stock-pile of 200,000 tons.) Ab praesent there are 
80,000 tons above ground. 


Lgbor and Vagos 


The miners work in teams of five men and boys on a “wenby-four hour shirt. 

The averaze wage for each team renges Froa CNC $10,000 to $13,000 per tome 

Out of thie money the: team must pay the cost of bringing the coal Tron She - 
mine wp the shaft to. the pit head. There are no wo.en workers, bul many 
ohildrey from the age of ten on uo are employed, A great many family groups = 
father, brother, and gon - are amployedy consequen ly at the surface of 

the mines there arc empleyed many *hengers<on" who produce nothings Because 
waces are low the minors spend a part,of their idle daya farming in order to 
have enouch food to exist. Altheugh there has been no labor trouble yet, 

it is expected to develop scon. ; 
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